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PROMOTE
YOUR
BUSINESS

through  the  Chamber 's

most  powerful  recruitment

tool  that  highlights  our

members  achievements ,

volunteer  acts  &

community  involvement

throughout  2021 .

RATES:
$150  Business  Spotlight  - the  most  popular  &

affordable  section  where  you  share  your

business  growth  with  the  community

 

$75  Business  Card  Ad  - 3 .75" x  2 .25"

 

$200  1/4-Page  Ad  - 3 .75" x  4 .625"

 

$300  1/2-Page  Ad  - 8 .25" x  5 .5" + .125  bleed

 

$600  Full-Page  Ad  - 8 .5" x  11" + .125  bleed

 

$1 ,000  Inside  Cover  (2  available) -

8 .5" x  11" + .125  bleed

 

$1 ,500  Back  Cover  -

8 .5" x  11" + .125  bleed

Spaces  are  l imited .   Deadline  to  submit  artwork  is

December  30 ,  2021 .

 

Contact  Nicole  at  (217) 342-4147  or

nmorrison@EffinghamCountyChamber .com  

to  reserve  your  spot
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Shop, eat, and experience local is the focus of this issue of the Network 
Magazine. As we head into the holiday season, I want to remind you of the 
importance of what this means to Effingham County.

Everyone knows that supporting a business helps that business but there are 
so many other benefits to shopping/eating local. When you spend your dollars 
locally, it helps our local economy.  

The money you spend will stay in your community by helping businesses create 
jobs and hiring local residents. In addition, the municipal taxes collected come 
back to our communities - read more on page 13 about the 2nd Quarter Retail 
Taxes.

Since small businesses have fewer customers, when you shop/eat locally you are more than likely to receive 
great customer service because the focus is on you, the customer.  You will also probably get to know or meet 
the owner(s) who have a personal stake in making sure you have a great experience with their business.

So mark your calendars - Small Business Saturday will take place on November 27th. I encourage you to shop, 
eat, and experience local life in Effingham County!

PS - Don’t forget to visit the Chamber’s Business Directory on our website to learn more about local businesses 
in Effingham County. 

Lucinda Hart, CAE, MBA
President & CEO

lhart@effinghamcountychamber.com | (217) 342-4147

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 CAPITAL INVESTORS 
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Lynn Buenker
Dust & Son Auto Supplies;

DanceLife of Effingham

Michelle Niebrugge
Effingham County CEO

Kory Doty
Crossroads Bank

Adam Bohnhoff
Civil Design Inc.

Anthony Hecht
Dan Hecht Chevrolet-Toyota

Russ Runde
Dieterich Bank

Elizabeth Huston
Cornerstone Wealth Management

Chipman John Schmidt
Vandalia School District

Adam Niemerg
109th District of Illinois

Kellie Niemerg
Lake Land College

Aaron Jones
Taylor Law P.C.

Justin Niebrugge
Stevens Industries, Inc.

Tyler Shoemaker
Webster Tire & Auto Service

Martha Stice
Siemer Milling Company

Jared & Bethany Nelson
Nelson Trucking

Tayler Polk
TaylerMade Construction

Brandon Weber
Heartland Dental

Shelby Dasenbrock
Burkland’s Florist & Gifts

Congratulations to our 2021 Top Community Leaders: Under 40 and Up & Coming who were 
honored at an Awards Dinner at the Keller Convention Center in September.  Thank you to our 
sponsors and all who came out to support and celebrate these remarkable individuals! 
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2ND ANNUAL UP & COMING

2021 Recipients

Shelby Dasenbrock
Burkland’s Florist & Gi�s

Anthony Hecht
Dan Hecht Chevrolet-Toyota

Elizabeth Huston
Cornerstone Wealth

Management

Katherine Kingery
Teutopolis High School

Russ Runde
Dieterich Bank

Tyler Shoemaker
Webster Tire & Auto 

Service

Brandon Weber
Heartland Dental 

Aus�n Siemer
Effingham High School

Adam Niemerg
109th District of Illinois

Adam Bohnhoff
Civil Design Inc.

Jus�n Niebrugge
Stevens Industries, Inc.

Tayler Polk
TaylerMade Construc�on

Aaron Jones
Taylor Law Offices, P.C.

Chipman John Schmidt
Vandalia School District #203

Martha S�ce
Siemer Milling Company

Kory Doty
Crossroads Bank

Michelle Niebrugge
Effingham County CEO

Lynn Buenker
Dust & Son Auto Supplies

DanceLife of Effingham

Kellie Niemerg
Lake Land College

Maria Poston
St. Anthony High School

Dalton Fox
Effingham High School

Jared & Bethany Nelson
Nelson Trucking

Macy Probst
Teutopolis High School

Maria Kingery

Lucinda Hart

Lucinda Hart

Jeff Speer

Jody Hardiek

President & CEO, Effingham County Chamber

Youth Director &  Senior High CRE, St. Francis Church

Chairman of the Board, Effingham County Chamber

Sales Supervisor, Effingham Daily News

President & CEO, Effingham County Chamber 

Dalton Fox
Effingham

Austin Siemer
Effingham

Maria Poston
St. Anthony

Macy Probst
Teutopolis

Katherine Kingery
Teutopolis
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INVESTOR SPOTLIGHT

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

We offer financial services
for every step in life!

Security products and/or insurance services are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits or obligations of the bank, are not guaranteed and may lose value.

First Mid has locations in Illinois and Missouri. Visit us in Effingham County or online.
ALTAMONT   101 W. Washington  |  618-483-5151 
EFFINGHAM   902 N. Keller Drive  |  217-342-6111

www.firstmid.com

First Mid is a community-focused organization that 
provides a full-suite of financial services including 
banking, wealth management, brokerage, ag 
services, and insurance throughout Illinois, Missouri, 
and the greater Indianapolis areas.  Together, the 
First Mid team takes great pride in our work and our 
ability to serve our customers well over the last 156 
years.  

At First Mid we offer financial services for every step 
in life …

•	 Choose from a variety of personal or business accounts 
	 – from Savings and Money Markets to our Basic Checking 
	 and Premier Checking that offers Identity Theft & Fraud 
	 Protection.  We also offer a full line of Treasury 
	 Management products to complement our business 
	 checking accounts.

•	 Simplify your life with our free Online Banking and Bill 
	 Pay, or take us with you using our Mobile Banking app.  
	 You can also put our Debit Card in your mobile wallet.

•	 Apply for a Consumer Loan in person or online-no 
	 appointment necessary!  Apply online for Mortgage pre-
	 approval to know how much you can afford, then work 
	 with a local lender who knows the community.

•	 Trust our experienced lenders to help you find the right 
	 financing-from SBA loans, Traditional Loans, and Lines 
	 of Credit to Accounts Receivable Financing.

•	 Build your future.  Our Wealth Management experts can 
	 help you develop a strategy for retirement.  We’ ll also 
	 help you plan ahead so your loved ones will receive what 
	 you leave behind.

•	 Protect yourself from loss with the right coverage-for 
	 yourself or for your employees.  Our insurance 
	 professionals also know the ins and outs of Medicare 
	 choices and can explain your options so you can choose 
	 the right plan for you.

First Mid has been serving the Effingham community 
since 1994.  We are proud to be committed to our 
community as an Effingham County Chamber 
Capitol Investor.  For more information about First 
Mid, please visit www.firstmid.com.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
2021 VIRTUAL FALL DRAW WINNERS! 

Our list of winners include:
Rhonda Meyer - $100 Habing Furniture GC
Tara Wright - $50 Firefly Grill GC
Tracy Althoff - Goeckner Bros. Custom Clean Up
Dan Shadle - Nest Video Doorbell
Gene Zerrusen - Kate Spade Purse
Lynn Higgs - $100 Maxedon GC
Angie Buerster - St. Louis Blues Tickets
Tonya Siner - St. Louis Blues Tickets
Bob Hollar - Lottery Shadow Box
Sharon Doan - Lottery Shadow Box AND $50 Cash
Karen Etter - Kera Cutz Basket
Steve Bushue - Rocky Top, TN Vacation
Lisa Cornell - Pool Cue
Joey & Manny Trupiano - $100 Walmart GC
Kayla Darling - St. Louis Cardinals Tickets

Pamela Romano - St. Louis Cardinals Tickets
Sherri Robinson - Oak Ridge Boys Tickets
Jeff Ludwig - $50 Maurices GC
Mike Schabbing - $200 Jansen’s Auto/Midwest 
Toppers GC
Sarah Thoele - Golf @ Effingham Country Club
Marcy Wallace - Malibu Rum Gift Basket
Roch Westendorf - Men’s Mary Kay & Auto Basket
Chad Markham - $50 Niemergs GC
Mary Hovis - $50 Chili’s GC
Jill Kreke - $50 Wright’s Furniture GC
Sara Althoff - Pop-Up Coffee Table
Gina Willenborg - Wine Basket
Maureen Kastl - Bakeware Basket
Neil Zerrusen - Painting by Dang
Judy Siebert - $250 Second Chance Winner
Evelyn Bible - $250 Second Chance Winner

The Chamber Staff would like to thank all who were involved in making the 2021 Virtual Fall Draw a success!    

Jansen’s Heating & Air • Midland States Bank • Dieterich Bank • Patterson Technology
Patton Printing & Graphics • Sarah Bush Lincoln • Express Employment Professionals

First Mid Bank & Trust • Pepsi MidAmerica • RE/MAX Key Advantage • Teutopolis State Bank
WCIA • Crossroads Bank • Stang Arts

Our big winner of the evening was Andy Hess with 
Dieterich Bank! 
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Like Ask-An-Expert? Chamber members are invited 
to submit a column on a subject of their choosing.  
The article cannot be a solicitation for your business, 
but rather a sharing of topics, tips, and trends relevant 
to current business needs.  If you have questions, 
contact Nicole Morrison at (217) 342-4147.

Visit the NEW
Chamber website!

All "Ask An Expert"
columns have been

archived and are available 
for you to read at

your leisure!

midlandsb.com/open-online
Get started today at:

1-855-696-4352  |  midlandsb.com  |  Member FDIC

YOUR BUSINESS,
YOUR TERMS.

Open your new
business account online...

• Savings• Certificate of Deposit

• Money Market• Checking

And get our full suite of digital services.

PH: 217.347.5242    

Don’t let 
Technology 
scare you!

Call today for security 
and peace of mind. 

SDSTECH.NET
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SBL Bonutti Clinic

Orthopedics
Joseph Ajdinovich, MD
Peter Bonutti, MD
Michael Chioffe, MD
Kayla Deters, APRN
Stacia Fallert, APRN
Timothy Gray, MD
Evan Hakman, PA-C
Jennifer Hess, APRN
Frank Lee, MD
Didi Omiyi, MD
Nick Williams, PA-C
Interventional Pain 
Management
 Brian Ogan, MD
 217-347-2332
Diagnostic Services
MRI and X-ray
Physical & Occupational 
Therapy

Louis Schwing, MD
 INTERNAL MEDICINE
 217-540-6122 
Cari Fearday, PA-C
 FAMILY MEDICINE
 PEDIATRICS
 217-540-6122
Megan Steffen, APRN
Paul Oltman, MD
 FAMILY PRACTICE
 217-347-7776
Walk-In Clinic
 Douglas Kabbes, MD
 Nick Watkins, PA-C
 217-540-6123
ENT Clinic
 Charly Nguyen, MD
 Michael Smith, MD
Audiology & Hearing Services
 217-347-7077

SBL Lincolnland 
Home Medical Equipment
903 North Maple St.
217-347-7372

SBL Evergreen Clinic
1104 West Evergreen Ave.

GENERAL SURGERY
 James Flaig, DO 
 Kevin Malone, MD
 217-347-2500
UROLOGY
 Fernando Gonzalez, MD
 217-258-4186

SBL Effingham Clinic
905 North Maple St.1303 West Evergreen Ave.

217-342-3400

www.sarahbush.org
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EVERYTHING
LOCAL

SUPPORT

Chamber author, speaker, and consultant Frank Kenny 
once shared: “We all have a hand in our community.” 
No truer words help explain the growth of Effingham 
County. As a Chamber whose vision is ‘to be the 
recognized advocate and regional leader through 
maximized business connectivity, growth, and 
success’, Supporting Local is the best way we know 
how! It is the essential key for Effingham’s residents, 
businesses, schools, economy, and future.  

The Chamber has long shared the Support Local 
campaign with a strong focus during the holiday 
season, but we know that with growth comes change. 
The Chamber hopes to shift this seasonal mindset 
to a yearlong Support Local Everything campaign 
for the Effingham County community and those who 
travel to our Crossroads of Opportunity.

We’ve seen the positive impact 2020 had on 
some businesses (yes, I said it), where they were 
”encouraged” to think outside the box of their normal 
day-to-day operations and switch things up. This was 
a requirement to stay open and keep their employees 
working and the bills paid. This necessity opened 
the door to a slew of changes, upgrades, and new 
businesses that not only benefited the business itself, 
but the whole county, and Effingham County showed 
up to support it! 

For an idea of how our local businesses are changing 
for the benefit of the community, check out the below 
and go Shop. Eat. Spend. Enjoy. Support Local. 

Many of our businesses and grocery stores now offer 
curbside pickup or delivery, while dine-in or drive-thru 
only restaurants added food delivery as an alternative 
for their hungry customers not always being able to 
leave their home (thank you Door Dash and Instacart!).  

Effing Brew Company and Gopher’s Grill created 
permanent outdoor seating as part of the Jefferson 
St. renovation. Niemerg’s Steakhouse built a drive-
thru to safely social distance while distributing meals 
(and groceries) for its patrons. Top Shelf is near 
completion on its new location on Mid-America Ave. 
offering drive-thru service. Domino’s built a larger 
building with a dine-in and a drive-thru on Fayette 
Ave.  Fox Holler renovated a previous building to 
provide a second drive-thru location on the south-
side of Effingham (woo hoo!). 

CEFS Head Start 0-5 Program relocated to the 
old Helen Matthes Library for a larger space, and 
Montessori Kids Universe opened within the Agracel 
building to fully accommodate growing childcare 
needs within the county. A1 Liquors opened its second 
location in Effingham on Hwy 33 which offers Lake 

Thank you to our Shop Local Supporters!
Agracel, Inc. • Ameren Illinois • B&B Homes • Continental Mills • CQI Associates • Cromwell Media 
Crossroads Bank • Doehring, Winders & Co. LLP • Golden Corral • Imagine This! Marketing Group 

Lake Land College • Land of Lincoln Credit Union • Patton Printing & Graphics • Quad Graphics 
Siemer Milling Company • South Central FS • Stevens Industries, Inc. • Teutopolis State Bank 

The Equity • Three Z Printing • Wal-Mart #0936 • Waupaca Foundry Inc. Effingham
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Sara and the west side of the county a bourbon bar, 
humidor, live entertainment, and delicious barbecue 
provided by Lickin’ My Chicken and Pullin’ My Pork 
food truck.  Broughton Tattoo & Vagabond Eatery 
added their businesses to the Amtrak Station building.

The Village of Dieterich is prospering like crazy 
with the Dieterich Community Center, new streets 
(Corporate, Commerce & Prospect) for the industrial 
park, and an enhanced downtown area. Read more 
detail about the growth and plans for Dieterich on 
page 12. 

Other businesses who are adding to the landscape 
and revenue of the county are: Village of Teutopolis 
opened their new building after demolishing the 
old in late 2020; Don Pedro moved downtown from 
Fayette Ave.; Continental Mills moved into the former 
Hodgson Mill facility; Hetzel’s Overland Transport 
built new on South Banker; I70 Truck Center built 
a new facility along Hwy 45; Sarah Bush Medical 
Offices constructed a two-story building to replace 
Bonutti Clinic and offer more services; Dollar General 
now occupies the old Family Video building on Fayette 
Ave.; and Homewood Grill remodeled and opened a 
second location on Banker St. in front of the Village 
Square Mall.

Not only does Effingham County have current 
businesses expanding, but we also welcomed 
ProRehab; Golden Corral; Flex-N-Gate; Boho Chic 
Clinique; The Exchange; Bobcat of Effingham; and 
Canarm to name a few new businesses.

Along with new or changing businesses, travel to town 
has increased with many residents offering their home 
(or building new) for vacation rentals. This is a growing 
industry in many larger cities, so it seems fitting as an 
amenity for Effingham. Lake Sara, Teutopolis and the 

surrounding area have a variety of options on VRBO 
for travelers or residents to enjoy a staycation. Along 
with a co-working space downtown, The Exchange 
has upstairs lofts for Effingham visitors to have a 
more “home-away-from-home” space while traveling 
through town.

To kick-off the holiday season and support local, 
please join the Downtown Effingham Business Group 
for Hometown Christmas December 3-5 in Downtown 
Effingham (see inside cover for full schedule).  We 
hope to see you there and encourage you to Support 
Local by spending your dollars in the businesses who 
continue to support our community all year long! 

If you are interested in joining the Support Local 
committee with the Chamber, please reach out to 
Nicole Morrison at (217) 342-4147 or nmorrison@
EffinghamCountyChamber.com.  Meetings will start 
January 2022.  

9

"The Exchange is a multi-use building in the heart of downtown. We wanted to bring to life a historic building 
that could be a part of our thriving community that could add places to live and work. Stay in one of our industrial 
style Airbnb's for a night or a weekend for a true Effingham experience or work with us on our first-floor co-
working space. You'll be just steps from a vibrant scene of bars, restaurants, boutique shopping, live music, and 
our first-rate Saturday farmers market!”

– Michael Brummer, The Exchange

Benefits of Supporting Local
1.    Strengthen your local economy

2.    Create more local jobs

3.    Reduce environmental impact

4.    Lower your taxes

5.    Improve your family’s health

6.    Enhance charitable contributions



10

MEMBER BENEFITS

Wow … this year has flown by! In just a couple of weeks, we will 
be in the month of November. The Chamber’s new President 
& CEO Lucinda Hart is doing a fantastic job leading the 
Chamber and is continuing to deliver Chamber programs 
& services without missing a beat! The Chamber staff will 
have a strategic planning day in November to review the 
2022 programs & services to determine which ones bring the 
most value to our members and if new programs should be 
implemented. We are excited to see what the outcomes will 
be from this planning meeting.

Coming in November, membership renewal invoices 
for 2022 membership will be sent. Previously, we have 
invoiced in December but have implemented a new policy 
so you will receive the invoices earlier. Did you know that 
your membership investment in the Chamber may be tax 
deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense? 
Please consult your tax advisor for further advice.

The Chamber is the key deliverer of programs and services 
that help businesses attain success. Our success is a direct 
reflection of the area business community and the result of 
listening to what our members have to say and then putting 
their ideas into action.

The Chamber is an advocate for your business by keeping 
track of local government actions, new laws, and pending 
legislation; delivering innovative programs and services 

like EC-JOBS (Effingham County 
Job Opportunities for Business 
Success); creating opportunities 
for businesses to connect and build 
relationships at Business After 
Hours, Coffee & Connections & First 
Friday Luncheons and providing 
online resources through the 
Chamber website for our members 
while providing continuous exposure 
24/7 to our members.  Since January 1, the Chamber website 
has 37,963 users; 49,304 total website sessions and 85,009 
total website pageviews.

The goal of the Chamber is to utilize our leadership and 
resources to help businesses achieve success, connect with 
community leaders to build relationships, and call attention 
to the benefits of living, working, and investing in Effingham 
County, which leads to community growth.

Your annual investment with the Chamber allows us to 
be in the forefront of Effingham County’s growth and 
development. Thank you for your continued support & 
investment in the Chamber. I look forward to our partnership 
in 2022.

Becky Brown, Membership Director
bbrown@effinghamcountychamber.com | (217) 342-4147

E F F I N G H A M  C O U N T Y  C H A M B E R  A N N U A L  G A L A
january 29 ,  2022

keller convention center

We invite you to collaborate with us in celebrating the 
accomplishments of the Chamber, our vibrant business 

community, the Excellence in Business recipients, and the 
Volunteer & Citizen of the Year.

With your sponsorship, we are determined to ensure the 
2022 Chamber Black Tie & Boots Annual Gala experience is a huge success. 

For more information, visit EffinghamCountyChamber.com, scan the QR code, 
or contact Nicole Morrison, Director of Marketing, at (217) 342-4147 

or nmorrison@EffinghamCountyChamber.com.

s p o n s o r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t y
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HOMETOWN
CHRISTMAS

Saturday, December 4, 11a-9p
11a-1p - Lunch with Santa at Joe's Pizza
11a-4p Mistletoe Market
12-9p - Ice Skating* & Food Vendors
2-5p Train Rides
3-5p Santa's Workshop
4p - Santa Arrives for the Season!
4-7p - Santa Visits & Carriage Rides

Follow
@ExperienceDowntownEffingham

on Facebook to stay updated on
Hometown Christmas details!

 

Friday, December 3, 5p-9p
5-9p - Ice Skating*
6-6:30p - Lighting of the City Christmas Tree

Enjoy the traditions of Christmas 
in Downtown Effingham with Santa, 

Food Trucks, Winter Drinks & More!

 LETTERS FROM SANTA!
 

Children 12 & under are able
to receive a personalized

letter from Santa.  Parents are
asked to fill out an online form
for each child.  We will begin

accepting forms during
Hometown Christmas.  Final

day to submit a request is
December 13.

DOWNTOWN EFFINGHAM  BUSINESS GROUP
PRESENTS

December 3, 4 & 5

SCHEDULE:

Sunday, December 5, 12p-5p
12-4p Santa Visits
12-5p - Ice Skating* & Food Vendors
*$5/person

Everyone is encouraged to wear a mask .
Schedule is subject to change.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

The City of Effingham announced it is being awarded 
grant funds of $1,464,019 for a street expansion along 
with water and sewer improvements to Thies Avenue, and 
for street Improvements and a sewer expansion along 
Airport Road through a joint application with Effingham 
County.  The City of Effingham is only 1 of 11 new projects 
that will unlock a total investment of $75.5 million, while 
creating at least 1,465 jobs statewide with the Rebuild 
Illinois Funded Regional Economic Development (RIRED) 
Grant fund throughout the State of Illinois.

The grant will provide for an extension of Thies Avenue 
along with water and sewer extensions for an expansion 
of John Boos & Company.  Thies Avenue will be 
extended westerly and then northerly providing much 
needed access for the project.  The street extension also 
provides access to adjacent industrial property which the 
city recently purchased for future economic growth. 

Additional grant funds of $310,000 acquired by the 
City and County through the Economic Development 
Program (EDP) will assist with the match for this project 
allowing it to be completed with almost zero local tax 
dollars. 

The Equity Fulfillment Center located off Merchant 
Street facing Temple Avenue is expected to complete 
in November 2021. When finished, the Fulfillment Center 
will be connected to The Equity Farm & Home Store. 
Customers will be able to pick up online orders, curbside 
pickups, and bagged feed and seed by pulling under the 
awning and an Equity Farm & Home Store Team Member 
will load your order for you.

The Village of Dieterich is excited for construction to 
be nearly complete on the future Corporate, Commerce 
and Prospect Streets, along with two new intersections 
at IL Rt. 33, to provide access to our new Dieterich 
Industrial Park East.  This new industrial park will consist 
of 23 lots ranging from 0.82 acres to 7.43 acres that are 
shovel ready for commercial and light industrial use.  
Construction is anticipated to be complete November 
2021 and lots are on sale now!  Every lot will have access to 
underground Ameren 3-phase electric, natural gas, water, 
sanitary sewer, storm sewer and fiber optic lines with 

covenants in place to regulate construction and protect 
property values.  These new lots, and the businesses to 
be developed, will be a spark to the Dieterich Community 
and Effingham County.  They are eager for the completion 
of these new streets and look forward to welcoming new 
and expanding businesses.  Thanks to many partners in 
this process, they are thrilled to be able to continue the 
progressive economic development Dieterich has been 
known for the last 20 years.

The ITEP 2016 Dieterich Downtown Enhancement 
Project is part of a larger plan to enhance Dieterich’s vital 
economic downtown area and create a better quality of 
life for all residents by addressing numerous ADA safety 
issues. This project will improve the ability of pedestrians 
to travel to and from the park, school, downtown and 
residential areas more safely and efficiently. Adding ADA 
accessible sidewalks, crosswalks and pedestrian lighting 
on portions of W. Section, Pine, Park and Church Streets 
will enable safer travel for all. This project will create a 
unified look to a busy portion of downtown Dieterich. 
Connecting this project to previous downtown sidewalk 
additions will complete the missing link for needed safety 
and aesthetic upgrades.  This project is the fifth phase of 
a long term plan to improve the quality of life for Dieterich 
residents by removing old existing non-ADA compliant 
sidewalks and constructing a new continuous network 
of concrete sidewalks and crosswalks that are ADA 
compliant and aesthetically pleasing with decorative 
stamped concrete boulevards. New concrete curb and 
gutters will be installed along with improved storm 
sewers. Decorative pedestrian lighting will be installed 
throughout the project area and encourage safe walking 
during the evening hours. A new much-needed dedicated 
pick up and drop off lane will be constructed on Pine 
Street at the entrance to the Dieterich Elementary 
School to safely allow for children to enter and exit the 
school.

For more information, contact Brittny Gipson, Dieterich 
Village Clerk/Economic Development Coordinator, at 
villagehall@dieterichillinois.com or (217) 925-5410.
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS
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902 W. Wabash Ave. | Effingham 217.347.0220 www.pattonprinting.com

Desig�

Printing DIGITAL & OFFSET

Direct Mail
• Postcards/Self-Mailers
• Every Door Direct Mail

• Newsletters/Brochures
• Business Letters/Flyers

• Postcards/Flyers
• Business Cards

• Envelopes
• Brochures/Newsletters

Posters/Banners/Sm. Sig�s
• Retractable Banners/Stands 
• Yard Signs/Vinyl Banners

• Mugs/Glasses
• Ink Pens

• Tumblers
• Flash Drives

“Nothing can stop the man with 
the right mental attitude from 

achieving his goal; nothing on 
earth can help the man with the 

wrong mental attitude.”— Thomas Jefferson

Sometimes in order to get what you 

want or need in life (both personally 
and professionally), you have to be 
willing to ask for it. It sounds like a simple concept, but 

few people ask for what they really 
want. Instead, they hope or expect 
others (spouse, friends, boss, colleagues, 

etc.) to already know what’s on their 
mind. Not only can these unrealistic 
expectations lead to disappointment 
and frustration, but they can also result 

in anger and unsatisfying relationships. 
Here are a few tips to help you get 

what you want by learning how to ask:
• Create a clear-cut goal of  what you 
want. Avoid vague concepts. For 
example, perhaps you want more help 

from your spouse—ask them to be in 

charge of  cooking meals two nights 
a week. After all, if  you aren’t sure of  
exactly what will make you happy, how 

will anyone else know?• Don’t be afraid of  how others will 
react when you ask. Many people 
hold back from asking because they 
anticipate a negative response. If  
something’s important to you and the 

request is reasonable, just ask. It’s 
unfair to assume you’ll receive a 
negative response.• Get an outside perspective by asking 

someone you trust who’s unaffected 
by the issue for advice on how to 
approach your request. An outside 
view can help you articulate why the 
request is important to you. 
• Think through your approach 
and ensure it’s portrayed in an 
inoffensive manner that explains the 
feelings behind your request. Use “I” 

statements instead of  “you.”
• Avoid indirect comments and the 
belief  that you shouldn’t have to ask. 
Passive tactics will actually decrease 
your chances of  getting what you 
really want. Instead, you could wind 
up feeling upset and bitter, wondering 

why the other person can’t read your 
mind.
While it can be dif� cult to ask for 

certain things, life becomes a lot 
easier once you accept that the people 

in your life are often willing to help 
but aren’t mind readers.  

Printed promotional materials such as 

postcards, brochures, and � yers are a 

great way to announce upcoming sales, 

inform and educate your audience 
about products and services, and 
increase sales by ensuring your business 

is thought of  � rst when your audience 

is ready to buy. 

wise words

Forget Me Not!

Get What You Want by Asking For It 

PRINTING & GRAPHICS F July •  2012

www.pattonprinting.com

• Design from Concept to Completion
• Digital Design to Digital Media
• Design brings your Image & Branding together

Promotional Products
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If you have news you want to share with the Chamber membership on special awards,
recognition, employee promotions, etc., e-mail the information to:
Nicole Morrison at nmorrison@effinghamcountychamber.com.

Designs Unlimited ranks No. 3247 on the 2021 Inc. 
5000 list, the most prestigious ranking of the nation’s 
fastest-growing private companies.

First National Bank of Waterloo opened its 13th 
banking center located at 4101 North Illinois Street in 
Swansea, IL.

Washington Savings Bank acquired two locations 
of The First National Bank with a full-service bank on 
the east-side of Mattoon and a new Lerna location.

Wright’s Furniture & Flooring created a new locally-
made mattress line - The Wright Sleep Mattresses.  The 
1889 Firm and 1889 Plush mattresses are  both made in 
Central Illinois and are sold at the Wright’s locations in 
Taylorville and Dieterich.

HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial 
Hospital named their new 
President and CEO, Chad 
Markham, MBA as of September 
2021.  

Meraki Health is now located at 605 S Van Buren 
Avenue in Newton.

Illinois Farm Business, Farm Management has moved 
their office to 1713 S Banker Street, Suite B, Effingham.

WELL DONE! – WHAT’S CHANGED? – WHO’S NEW!

Stevens Industries, Inc. announced a leadership re-
structuring in response to continued market growth. As 
such, the following organizational changes have been 
made:

•	 Randy Thoele is now the Vice President of Product 
	 Development, Strategy & Lamination Operations.

•	 Joe Schumacher has been named Vice President
	 of Operations, Casework & Furniture.

•	 J.R. Elder is the Vice President of Quality Assurance 
	 & Site Operations.

•	 Aaron Gilbert has been named Director
	 of Manufacturing, Casework.

•	 Robbie Snow is now the Director of Manufacturing, 
	 Furniture.

•	 Lori Rutledge has been named Vice President
	 of Casework Services.

Cancer Care Specialists of 
Illinois (CCSI) announces the 
addition of Dr. Jacob S. Witt, 
Radiation Oncologist, to their 
practice.

HSHS Medical Group welcomes 
Dean Page, MD, FACS, to their 
medical team. Specializing in plastic 
surgery, Dr. Page is now scheduling 
patients at HSHS Medical Group 
Multispecialty Care - Effingham, 
located at 900 W. Temple Ave., 
Building B, Suite 2500, Effingham, 
Illinois. 

The Effingham American Legion Post 120 welcomes 
their new Manager, Andrea Hawker.

The Glenwood Assisted Living welcomes their new 
Administrator, Jalen Carrillo.
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Altamont celebrated their 150 Year Sesquicentennial 
in September.

Catholic Charities celebrated 40 years. 

The Thomas Shop celebrated 85 years of business. 

Niemerg’s Steakhouse & Brass Rail Lounge 
celebrated 43 years of business.

The following members celebrated Chamber 
anniversaries in August/September 2021:

Crossroots Church

Cricket Wireless

Merle Norman

Norris Electric

Special Pet Foods

St. John’s Lutheran Church

CELEBRATIONS

Katie Koester was awarded 
the Rotarian of the Year by the 
Sunrise Rotary Club.

The Effingham County Chamber granted three 
Chamber members with Grand Ambassador status: 
Mike Schabbing, Marty Stock, & Jay Buehnerkemper.

Marty Stock referred Teutopolis Unit #50

Jim Hecht referred Lee’s Tool Sales

Bev Soltwedel referred Bobcat of Effingham

Become a 

Founding Donor

M a k e  a  $ 1 , 0 0 0 +  d o n a t i o n  b y  

O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 1  
t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  F o u n d i n g  D o n o r

www.ECJobs.org

 (217) 342-6284

fritch@EffinghamCountyChamber.com

Donations can be made by an individual or on behalf of a company.  The Chamber Foundation

of Effingham County is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  For US Federal Income Tax

purposes, donors may be able to deduct their donation(s) as a charitable contribution.  

For more information, please consult with your tax advisor.  Tax ID: 47-1076458
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EDWARD JONES
Jeremy Edwards, Financial Advisor

900 N 3rd St, Effingham
(217) 347-4918

www.edwardjones.com/us-en/
financialadvisor/jeremyedwards
Financial Services/Investments

EFFINGHAM ARMY
RECRUITING STATION

Stewart Thomas, Station Commander
1001 Ave of Mid America, Suite C, Effingham

(217) 347-5108
Government

OEO ENERGY SOLUTIONS
James Rae, Director Strategic Partners

143 E Main St, Lake Zurich
(508) 903-7706

www.oeo.com
Lighting

T & T ROADSIDE LLC
Tyler Shab, Owner

Effingham
(217) 690-1086

Auto Repair/Service

FLOOR IT! BY STANLEY
Jason Stanley, Owner

2105 Red Bud St, Effingham
(618) 553-5505 • flooritbystanley.com 

Flooring Installation

HEARTLAND TOWING
Steve Kaufman, Owner

1909 W Evergreen Ave, Effingham
(217) 342-5610 • heartlandtowingrecovery.com

Towing & Recovery
Referred by:  Mike Schabbing

METRIC WORKS EFFINGHAM
Jim Tosetti, Staff Accountant

1609 W Wernsing Ave, Effingham
(217) 342-3500 • metricworks.com

Manufacturing, Production,
Wholesale & Distribution

Referred by:  Versatech - Joe Forbes

SONNE ENERGY SOLUTIONS
Traci Martin, Owner & COO

P O Box 4, Teutopolis
(217) 864-8222 • sonneenergysolutions.com

Solar/Wind Energy Systems

WELCOME TO THE CHAMBER!



19

A1 Liquors HWY 33 Ribbon Cutting

ProRehab Ribbon Cutting

The Exchange Ribbon Cutting

Let’s Celebrate!
The E�ngham County Chamber would like to help 
introduce your business to the community! 

If you are preparing for a grand (re)opening, 
complete renovation, new location, or are a new 
member, let us celebrate with you by hosting a 
Ribbon Cutting.

Contact Membership Director, Becky Brown by 
email, call the Chamber, or scan the QR code to 
learn more.

BBrown@E�nghamCountyChamber.com
(217) 342-4147

Canarm Ribbon Cutting
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SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Help Keep Your Local Dollars In Effingham This 

Holiday Season By Advertising On WCIA,
The Most Watched TV In Central Illinois! 

For More Information, Call Jerry Hall (217) 259-3986
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virtual: 10a-12p
Virtual Job Fair - E�ngham County28OCTOBER

Dates & locations are subject to 
change/cancellation.  

Please check the Chamber 
website calendar for the most 

accurate info.

Scan to view
Chamber
Calendar

CHAMBER OFFICE CLOSED 
11/25 - 11/26 - Happy Thanksgiving!

event: 12p-1p
First Friday Luncheon

@ Keller Convention Center

virtual: 9a-10a
HYPE Webinar: Tax Year-End Updates

w/ Matt Cekander, CPA18

event: 5p-7p
Business After Hours 
@ Vantage Outsourcing 11

Chamber O�ce Closed
2022 Strategic Planning1

5

CHAMBER OFFICE CLOSED 
12/24; 12/27-31; 1/3

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

event: 12p-1p
First Friday Luncheon

@ Keller Convention Center3
HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS 

12/3 - 12/5

DECEMBER

event: 5p-7p
Business After Hours

@ Village Wine & Spirits9

event: 7a-9a
Co�ee & Connections 
@ E�ngham County Cultural Center & Museum 8

event: 5p-7p
Business After Hours
@ Grunloh Building

9
16

calendar of events

NOVEMBER
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